Minutes of Durham Churches Together AGM 23rd June 2026
Present 
                    Irina Sokolova-Snegir     Orthodox Parish of St. Cuthbert and St. Bede
                    Boyd Sims-Williams        St. Oswald’s
                    George Taylor                St. Oswald’s
                    Stevie Taylor                  St. Oswald’s
                    Sarah Knight                  St. Oswald’s      
                    Charles Jolly                  Waddington St. URC
                    Alison Jolly                    Waddington St. URC
                    Rev. Andrew Downie      St. Cuthbert’s RC               
                    Andy Doyle                    St. Cuthbert’s RC   
                    David Priestley               Durham City Methodists
                    Alison Priestley              Durham City Methodists
                    John Niven                     Durham City Methodists
                    Bill Offler                       Ecumenical Officer, Darlington Methodist District    

 1.  Welcome, introductions and opening prayer.   
Charles Jolly welcomed everyone and introduced himself (as Transitional Chair), Boyd-Sims- Williams (Treasurer), Stevie Taylor (Minutes Secretary) and our guest speaker, Dr. Greg Ryan from the Centre for Catholic Studies, Durham University, before opening the meeting with prayer. 
2.   Apologies for Absence had been received from: Br. John Cavanagh, Rev. Alan Middleton, Matt Pallister
3.   Minutes of 2025 AGM were agreed by those who had been present.

4.   Matters Arising: Transfer of Bank Account. 
Boyd explained that, although it was good that last year’s meeting had established a much-needed updated constitution for DCT, the primary reason for doing so had been in order to facilitate moving DCT funds to a different bank. (Not only was there a wish to move our account to a more ethical provider, but Barclays had now closed its premises in Durham, which was likely to prove inconvenient.)
However, such a move had proved more difficult than anticipated and would involve registering with the Charity Commission. Subsequent further investigation had determined that for an organisation such as DCT to register with the Charity Commission there is a prior requirement to be a registered CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation), and the requirements for this seem hugely complex and not in fact applicable to organisations with funds as small as ours.
Although Barclays no longer have their own premises in Durham, they are operating a reduced banking service from other premises, which does make it possible to continue to use the current account we have with them.
As we are finding that we are able to manage our account with Barclays in spite of their having no Durham branch and as they provide us with a free service despite us having only a minimal amount deposited with them, it did not seem worth pursuing a change of bank at the moment. We do, however, intend to consult with NECAT (North East Churches Acting Together) when they have appointed a new Regional Officer, in order to elicit their advice on Banking arrangements.
  
5.   Transitional Chair's Remarks  
Charles expressed his appreciation of the enthusiasm of the people in Durham Churches Together and of the hard work of the committee. He thanked Boyd for his clear explanation of the current position regarding banking provision and reiterated our intention to consult with NECAT. 

Charles expressed his opinion that in the difficult world we now face, the existence of many different denominations and traditions is not a weakness but a strength. God is so vast and beyond human understanding that all sincere intention to follow Jesus in trust and simplicity can enrich us all. Charles therefore welcomed our speaker, Dr. Greg Ryan of the Centre for Catholic Studies at Durham University, who would speak on Receptive Ecumenism. 

Charles also explained that the monthly Grapevine email is DCT’s official means of communication and that efforts have been made to ensure this is sent by email to all those who need it (eg. clergy) in order to disseminate its contents to their respective organisations. (Anyone else wishing to receive Grapevine directly may do so by making a personal request and providing an email address to Frances Proud.)

We request that each member organisation provides a representative to the DCT committee. (The current constitution also allows for other individuals from member organisations to attend committee meetings, although only appointed representatives are entitled to vote. It would be good, though, for each organisation to take up the opportunity to appoint a deputy representative, who would have a vote in the absence of the first-named representative.)  

6.   Secretary's Report   Stevie read a brief report (appended: Appendix 1) summarising the work of the DCT committee during the year since the last AGM.
7.   Treasurer's Report (appended: Appendix 2)  Boyd reported briefly on the current financial situation.
Copies of the accounts, which had been duly examined by Malcolm Proud, were available at the meeting, and the accounts were adopted unanimously.
8.   Proposed Amendment to Constitution (appended below:Appendix 3).
It is important for us to have a constitution fit for purpose in order to define our operating procedures, and the proposed new refinements are intended to clarify these.
The proposed amendment of the constitution was accepted by a unanimous vote of the official representatives present.
9.   Receptive Ecumenism. 
 Dr Gregory Ryan, of the Centre for Catholic Studies, Durham University, gave a very interesting talk entitled: “Pilgrims Together – exploring receptive ecumenism for local churches”
Ecumenism has traditionally looked to ways in which members of different denominations can worship and act together, but receptive ecumenism puts the emphasis on what we can learn from and receive from other traditions in order to strengthen our spirituality. 

10. Conference on Receptive Ecumenism.
After thanking Dr Ryan for his illuminating introduction to this topic, Charles explained that it was hoped that there could be a half-day conference in the near future in order that the idea could be explored further with a wider audience.
11. Refreshments :  The evening ended with an opportunity to chat with each other as tea, coffee and biscuits were served, 
 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Appendix 1 Secretary’s Report:
Durham Churches Together (2025 2026)
The Committee has met 10 times since the last AGM (July 8th and 22nd, September 16th, October 14th, November 18th, January 27th, March 4th and 25th, April 29th   and May 27th).
With several new members on the committee and a new chairperson, we initially spent some time introducing ourselves and our respective traditions, but most of our time has been taken up with the planning and running of various events:
Creation Time Service at Waddington St. URC in the autumn
New Year’s Eve Service at the Cathedral, with Fr. Downie as the preacher
Prayer Lunch for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at Waddington St. URC, with a talk from Rev. John Squares
Good Friday walk of witness and market-place service
Outing to Holy Island (6.6.26), suggested and organised by Boyd Sims- Williams.
We are very grateful for the hard work of all previous members of the committee and their continued input of helpful information and practical assistance, which has been most useful in ensuring the continuance of much-loved annual events. (In particular we appreciated the detailed help given by Pat and Kirsty with our planning for Good Friday.) We are also much indebted to Revd Canon Michael Hampel for guiding our planning of the New Year’s Eve service so assuredly, Revd Dan Parkinson for ably leading that service and the Cathedral’s verging and stewarding teams for all their invaluable help. Thanks are due too to Andy Doyle (of St. Cuthbert’s R. C. Church) and Julie Goodhart (of St. Mary’s, Shincliffe) for their valuable assistance in planning the trip to Holy Island (and to Stephen Goodhart for leading those walking across the sands to the island).  We also extend grateful thanks to Frances Proud for faithfully collating and issuing news and notices via regular updates on Grapevine.
In the autumn we had a series of prayerful studies, open to all, on the theme of Creation, and more recently began a series, again open to all, based on Receptive Ecumenism. 
DCT was also pleased to support the speaker and discussion event in February entitled “Where there is no vision the People Perish” (arranged by an ad hoc group led by Prof Fred Robinson of Waddington Street Eco Church Group following a suggestion from Kirsty Thomas of Climate Action Durham) and the recent showings by the URC Eco Church Group of “The People’s Emergency Briefing”.
We are hoping to organise a meat-free lunch with a speaker during One World Week in October and we have recently agreed to take responsibility for organising the annual Durham service for the World Day of Prayer.
Other topics demanding our attention have been a review of the DCT Constitution and the need to improve our DCT website and develop our social media presence. 
We have also sought to recruit enthusiastic ecumenically-minded representatives to the committee from more of our local churches, and have recently been pleased to welcome David Priestly to represent the Durham City Methodists, but if your church or organisation does not currently have a representative on the DCT committee, please consider appointing one soon.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Appendix 2 Treasurer’s Report:
TREASURER’S REPORT – 2026 DCT AGM
You may have picked up a copy of the 2025 DCT Accounts.
If so, you will notice that they were examined by Malcolm Proud. As many of you will know, Malcolm has since passed away and we are thankful to him for all he did for DCT. May he rest in peace. We express our great sympathy to Frances and the rest of his family.
In 2025 we received contributions from thirteen organisations, for which - thank you. So far this year we have received contributions from only two so I am hoping more will be forthcoming. We have left requesting them until later in the year so it perhaps is not a surprise. But please do remind the appropriate party in your organisation.
Our total income last year - £515 – was less than our expenditures by £72, leaving us with a balance of £911. So, no serious problem in the short term.
Just as a matter of interest, our largest expense was operating our website which was more than 50% of our expenses. We have not found a solution to that.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Appendix 3 Proposed Amendment to Constitution:
The purpose of this amendment is not to change the constitution but to clarify what is intended where there might be ambiguity. 
PROPOSAL FROM THE COMMITTEE (with proposed changes italicised):  The section: 'ORGANISATION, TRUSTEES AND OFFICERS, DECISION MAKING' should read:
“The DCT is governed by the DCT Committee of Trustee Representatives. Each member Church and Christian Organisation is asked to appoint one person – lay or clergy – as its Representative on the DCT Committee. 
Where practicable, they are invited to appoint a Deputy Representative, who could also participate in meetings and events. This person would have a vote in the absence of the first-named Representative.

The DCT Committee shall meet at least three times annually in addition to the AGM.  Other individuals from the member organisations are welcome to participate in meetings of the DCT Committee but only the appointed Representatives are entitled to vote. 
Each member organisation is responsible for the appointment, term of office and replacement of its DCT Committee Representatives.
An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held once per year at which reports of the activities that have been undertaken and information about those that are planned shall be presented. 
The Committee shall give at least three clear weeks notice of the AGM, by announcement in Grapevine. 
The examined accounts for the preceding calendar year shall also be presented to the AGM. 
Each member organisation shall have one vote when making decisions at the AGM but discussion, subject to time constraints, shall be open to all present.

The DCT Committee OR the representatives of at least three churches represented on the committee may call a Special General Meeting (SGM), giving at least two weeks notice to members of the Committee and at least two weeks notice in Grapevine, stating the resolution(s) to be voted on. 
Each member organisation shall have one vote when making decisions at the SGM but discussion, subject to time constraints, shall be open to all present.

The Chair, Secretary, Minutes Secretary and Treasurer are each appointed for a term of three years by the Annual General Meeting. 
The Committee may appoint deputies for these officers.
After three years in post, the Chair and Secretary may be nominated for one further consecutive term of three years in that post. 
There is no such limit to the number of consecutive nominations for Minutes Secretary or Treasurer. 
An election falls due at an AGM three years after the appointment of an officer, or at an earlier AGM should an officer resign before the expiration of three years. 
In the event of an officer resigning between AGMs, the Committee may make a temporary appointment until the next AGM.
If an election is due, nominations for the posts to be filled shall be invited together with notification of the AGM. 
A nomination may only be made by a Church or Christian Organisation that is in membership with Durham Churches Together (together with another such body as seconder) OR by the Committee. 
In order to ensure a measure of continuity in an age of uncertainty and change, only people who have been a representative or deputy representative for at least one year shall be eligible for nomination as Chair. 
All nominations shall be made in writing or by email to both the Secretary and Chair of the Committee, at least one week before the AGM is due. 
Nominees shall be invited to make a verbal statement to the AGM, outlining their suitability for the post. 
If there is more than one nomination for a post, a secret ballot shall be held at the AGM and the outcome notified to the AGM.















